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scarred   by destroyed tanks and  by   'planes brought
down/*
By then German troops had already crossed the Seine
at various points south of Rouen.   By Sunday night,
June 9, all the Government departments had packed up
and had left the capital.   Reynaud had gone toWey-
gand's headquarters.   It became all the more impera-
tive for journalists to find out what was happening.
On Monday morning, June 10, we all waited as usual for
Colonel Thomas in the Clock Room at the Quai
d'Orsay.   For nine and a half months he had always
been punctual for every conference, but on that morning
he never arrived.   He had already left Paris.   Everyone
from the Ministry of Information and from the other
Government offices had left Paris, although up to the
last moment they had announced that they would
remain, whatever happened.   Colonel Thomas, our last
link with the battle, had departed.   The man we had
depended on so long had vanished in the night.   There
was nothing left for us but to follow the Government to
Tours or to stay in Paris as long as possible before the
Germans arrived, without any knowledge of where they
were or how fast they were advancing.   We knew that
the French line had broken, so that, if the Germans kept
up their usual rate of progress, there was no reason why
they should not be in Paris that same day.
The best account of what the Germans were doing
in the meantime is given in one of their own High
Command reports, which were soberly and accuratdy
written, for, as Mr. Nod Baker remarked in a recent